Music in the liturgy

Exploring Baptism

Sacramental preparation

Being a minister of Communion

Exploring scripture

RCIA for adults

School as part of parish mission

Bereavement support

Leading a Funeral Liturgy

Visiting the sick

Forming a social committee

The Deanery

Deepening the Mission of the Church in Parish schools

Parents and Toddlers

Activities for Youth

Managing parish finances

Planning and managing maintenance

Developing the Parish in Council
The material is infinitely flexible so that our different communities will be able to make use of it in their own way. 
“Gratitude for the past, enthusiasm for the present, 
hope for the future”
 (John Paul ll)
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“Parishes of Hope”
… a prayerful and practical initiative to deepen our own faith
and the faith of our Parish communities
 in changing times
“Parishes of Hope” is strongly rooted in Church teaching and has four key themes:
A theological basis: the need for witness, mission, community, personal faith; Collaborative Ministry – Baptism / Confirmation ……….. rights and responsibilities;  The Role of the Laity – Vat 11 / Sign we Give / CL / etc.; 
Vision and Reality – the deanery reality: number of parishes / number of priests
“… Every baptised person shares the same mission as Jesus … Vatican ll reminds us that the mission of Christ as priest, prophet/teacher and king, continues in the Church and is shared by the whole people of God … Because of the one dignity flowing from baptism, each member of the lay faithful, together with ordained ministers and men and women religious, shares a responsibility for the Church’s mission”

Christifideles Laici 15, 1989

“…each baptised person is called to participate actively in the Church’s mission so that in our day she may make her presence felt in action … we are a people, not a series of buildings, a people holding different ministries and tasks but with shared dignity and responsibility … we must have in mind positive directions for the future … true collaboration does not blur distinction between ministries … we may have to adjust our thinking and adapt our procedures…

The Easter People 1980
“Since Vatican ll, a new type of collaboration between laypeople and clergy has happily come about in the Church. In this there is a new experience of the fact that we are all the Church”

Final Report of the Extraordinary Synod of Bishops, 1985
 “…we must develop patterns of collaborative ministry as a key feature of Church life to come. .. This is an attempt to encourage the Church at every level “to think more deeply and more imaginatively about the theology and practice of collaborative ministry”

“The Sign We Give” Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales 1995
 “… The greatest dignity of every Christian is to be baptised … Christianity will be strong if all the baptised people of God are strengthened, their vocation recognised and their creativity released. 

Timothy Radcliffe 2012
PRACTICAL SUPPORT:

 “Parishes of Hope” offers every parish in our deanery a highly practical and realistic opportunity in the ‘Year of Faith’ to celebrate, consolidate and secure the mission of our Church; it’s a really helpful, user-friendly resource to help us deepen the faith of our parish communities and to help us adapt to changing times.
It is not a burden and care must be taken to ensure it doesn’t become a burden! “Parishes of Hope” offers a whole range of highly practical material based on the book ‘Communities of Hope’ and updated and renewed onto a newly created CD rom for parishes to CHOOSE from and to make their own. 

The CD will be available for each parish.  The resource covers many aspects of parish life including the following:
Reviewing the mission of the parish

Creating a mission statement for the parish

The Parish in Council
Passing on / Exploring Faith

The Parish Bulletin

The Parish Information Booklet

Reflecting on Liturgy

Being a reader: proclaiming the word
Writing and Reading the Bidding Prayers

Leading Worship

Celebration of Word and Communion in the absence of a priest

Being a Welcomer
