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A guide to our Church and the people who celebrate here

	


	This is a book that will take you on a journey around our Church.  It will also help you to understand the special places in our Church.  It will help you to find out about special people in our Church, the special celebrations we have each year and why the Church looks different at certain times of the year.


Special Places in Our Church

The Sanctuary

	The Sanctuary is a special space in our Church.  The presider leads our liturgies from this space. 


The Altar

	The altar is a table.  The Priest places the bread and wine on it at the offertory and then calls down God’s blessing on the gifts during the Eucharistic prayer. He blesses the bread and wine here at the consecration.


The Tabernacle

	The Tabernacle is the place where the Blessed Sacrament is reserved. As a mark of respect Catholics bow or genuflect to the Blessed (or Reserved) Sacrament.


The Sanctuary Lamp

	The sanctuary lamp is lit to remind us that Jesus is present in the Blessed Sacrament, which is being reserved or kept inside the tabernacle.


The Lectern or Ambo
	The Lectern or Ambo, is a special stand for holding the Lectionary, which contains all the Scripture readings we hear at Mass. The Word of God is proclaimed from here.  It is often the place the priest chooses to stand to explain the Word in the Homily.


The Crucifix

	The crucifix is to remind us that Jesus died on Good Friday He rose again on Easter Sunday.  Sometimes a crucifix has a special role in services such as the one held on Good Friday 




Candles

	Candles are lit to remind us that God is present and that Jesus is the light of the world.  Candles are found in different places in the Church.  You might light a candle for a special intention.

Some of the times you might see candles are 

· At the beginning and end of Mass when the altar servers process to and from the altar.

· During the reading of the Gospel

· At special celebrations such as Baptism

· As part of the Advent Wreath

· At Easter when a special candle called the Paschal Candle is lit.


Baptismal Font

	The Baptismal font is used when a person is baptised and welcomed into the Church family.   During Baptism a person is blessed with holy water and this happens here, at the font.  Baptism is the first sacrament; it is called a Sacrament of Initiation.


Stations of the Cross

	The Stations of the Cross tell the story how Jesus was tried and condemned to death, how he journeyed to Calvary and how he died on the cross.


Statues

(This will vary according to Churches.  Most churches will have a statue of Mary.  Other text may need to be added to explain the statues in your Church)

	This is a statue of Mary, the mother of Jesus.  We remember Mary at special times of the year.  Two particular months for Mary are May and October.




Stained glass windows

(Individual text may need to be added to explain the windows in your Church)

	Stained glass windows look attractive and so they help us to remember the beauty and the glory of God.  


Our Parish Priest

	A priest has a very special role.  He has received the sacrament of ordination.  He is the spiritual leader of our community.

Our priest presides at the Eucharist which is the heart of our parish community. He serves our parish in many ways.




Deacon
	…………………………………………. is our deacon.  He helps Father ……………………………………… serve our parish community.  




Altar Servers

	Altar servers assist the priest during celebrations.  You can become an altar server after you have made your first holy communion.




Readers

	During Mass the readers will proclaim the Word of God.  They will also read the Prayers of the Faithful (Bidding Prayers)




Ministers of Communion
	Eucharistic Ministers help distribute the Eucharist at Mass.  They take communion to the sick people of the parish who cannot come to Mass and they sometimes lead services of Word and Communion.




Welcomers

	These people greet us as we come into Church.




	Welcomers greet us as we enter the Church and make sure we have what we need for Mass.  Their job is to make us feel welcome and that we are part of a family.


Special Times and Special Celebrations in Our Church
Baptisms

First Holy Communion

Wedding

Funeral
Advent

	Advent is a time of waiting.  We are getting ready to celebrate the birthday of Jesus.  The Church is different at this time of the year because all the colours are purple and there will be an Advent Wreath.




Christmas

	This is the time we celebrate the birthday of Jesus.  The colours in the Church change to white.  We sing special songs called carols and we have a crib.


Lent

	Lent is a six week period in preparation for Easter and begins on Ash Wednesday when  Ashes, made from the palms from last year’s Palm Sunday, are put on people’s foreheads in the sign of a cross. The colours in church turn to purple.



Easter

	Easter is a joyful season when we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus. It lasts for sixty days. The colours in church turn to white and the readings on Sundays are about Jesus’ resurrection appearances.


“Welcome to Our Church”
This book is to help Key Stage 2 children become familiar with their own Church. The basic text is provided but the book needs to be completed by adding photographs of your own Church and any extra text that you need. 


The completed book can then be printed and bound to create a unique resource for your school and church.

Another way of using the resource would be to print the pages and enlarge them to A3. They could then be laminated and made into a ‘Big Book’ called “Welcome to our Church or About Our Church”.


This book may also be used in the parish by adults learning the Catholic Faith.


Another way of using the resource would be to create a PowerPoint presentation.
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