THE CATHOLIC SCHOOL’S CONTRIBUTION TO THE COMMON GOOD, COMMUNITY COHESION AND THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH

A Model Policy for Developing Effective Relationships between Home, School, Parish(s), and the wider Community 
(YOU ARE INVITED TO REFLECT ON THIS DRAFT AND CONSIDER ITS USE FOR YOUR COMMUNITY.  Please feel free to cut and paste as you choose)
(Insert your school name and the parish or clusters of parishes it is rooted in)

“This is what the Lord asks of you: only this, that you act justly, love tenderly and walk humbly with your God” (Micah 6:8)

Rationale:
In nurturing the human wholeness of all of our children we believe that effective, respectful relationships are essential between parents, school, parish and the appropriate local communities.  As a Church school, we welcome and acknowledge our responsibility to promote community cohesion, global education and sustainable development.
Our Catholic school is an important part of the mission of the Church in education and in service to the common good. This policy helps to clarify roles and responsibilities.
Instrument of Government:
___(insert school name)_____ Catholic Primary School has been designated by the Secretary of State as being a school with a religious character.  This designation is expressed in law in the school’s Instrument of Government. Our school ethos statement, part of the legal Instrument and the same as every other Catholic school in England and Wales, reads as follows:

	___________ Catholic Primary School, 
The school was founded by and is part of the Catholic Church.  The school is to be conducted as a Catholic school in accordance with canon law and the teachings of the Roman Catholic Church and in accordance with the Trust deed of the Diocese of ___________ and in particular:

a) religious education is to be in accordance with the teachings, doctrines, disciplines and general and particular norms of the Catholic Church

b) religious worship is to be in accordance with the rites, practices, discipline and liturgical norms of the Catholic church;

and at all times the school is to serve as a witness to the Catholic faith in Our Lord Jesus Christ.


This policy enables us to evidence and further secure the religious character of our school.  helps us to further deepen the quality of Catholic education  as articulated in our school Mission Statement.
	School Mission Statement
(Insert your school mission statement here. When was it last reviewed?)
E.G:________ Catholic Primary School offers distinctive education within a caring Christian community where everyone can feel valued, confident and secure.

We believe that each person is gifted, unique and loved by God.

By working in partnership we create a challenging, stimulating and effective learning environment where Christ is our inspiration.




The Home:
We will seek to assist parents who are the primary educators of their children, in nurturing their children to wholeness and if they so wish, in the religious formation of their children.

We believe that when parents love and care for their children, they are witnessing to a profound experience of the love and care of God. In all our relationships with parents we will assist them to become aware of God’s presence in the midst of family life and to further develop this awareness.
Our home/school agreement recognises this primary role of parents and the school’s responsibility to nurture this role.

“The first and primary educators of children are their parents. Schools 


should seek to help parents be more conscious of their role and 


establish partnership. It is impossible to do too much along these 


lines” – Religious Dimension of Education in a Catholic School. (RD)

“The family is the basic cell of society. It is the cradle of life and love, the place in which the individual ‘is born’ and ‘grows’. ….We cannot make too great an effort to prepare parents to be catechists of their own children” – Christifideles Laici (CL)

“It must be emphasised that the pastoral intervention of the Church in support of the family is a matter of urgency” Familiaris Consortio (FC)
The School

At all times our school will serve as a witness to the Catholic Faith in Our Lord Jesus Christ. This will be explicit in all we say and do.  Our school will be a place where God is recognised, named and celebrated.
We recognise the limitations of the school and acknowledge that faith development is a gradual, life long and community process. For the Catholic child, this is primarily a partnership of home, school and parish. As a Catholic community we believe that the education of children to and in faith essentially takes place in the home, supported by the local faith community.
We welcome and acknowledge our responsibility to affirm and nurture the faith of those children within our school of other Christian Traditions and other World Faiths.  We further acknowledge our responsibility to nurture positive personal beliefs and values in all our children, whatever their background, emphasising the need for each of us to grow in love, confidence and responsibility, and to be at peace.
We will provide:-

· a knowledge and understanding of the Catholic Faith


· an experience of living liturgy in the Catholic Tradition


· practical and realistic support systems for parents


· an experience of a Christian serving and caring community


· a knowledge and understanding of other Christian Churches and      
other World Faiths


· opportunities to nurture and affirm the spiritual development of all our pupils

We acknowledge that:

Religious Education ‘can become empty words falling on deaf ears, because the authentically Christian witness that reinforces it is absent from the school climate’. (RD)
‘…without love, it will do me no good whatever…’ 1Corinthians 13:3

“The parish must rediscover its vocation which is to be a welcoming family home where those who have been baptised and confirmed become aware of forming the people of God”.
Catechisis in Our Time (CT)

The Parish

Our school is rooted in the Eucharistic community of ____________________

from which it was derived. The school is an integral part of the mission of the parish (es)
	Parish Mission Statement

(Insert your own parish mission statement - or cluster of parishes

E.g.:

The mission of the parish of St Mary’s is to know and love God and to proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ through the example of a Eucharistic Community of love and service.



The role of the parish in accompanying families in their journey of faith will be accomplished through:
· knowing, visiting and encouraging families


· providing welcome, information and pastoral support


· providing catechetical resources and programmes


· celebrating in liturgy, sacraments and prayer

· ensuring that all who visit our church and school are welcomed

We believe that the parish community must continue to be the prime mover and pre-eminent place for catechesis.

Catechesis takes place within a community living out its faith at a level of space and time not available to the school; a whole lifetime. (RD)

The parish must rediscover its vocation which is to be a welcoming family home where those who have been baptised and confirmed become aware of forming the people of God.

Catechesis in Our Time (CT)
The Local and Wider Community: 
We acknowledge that some of the pupils in our school are members of other Christian Churches and other World Faiths.

We will promote respect for the rights and dignity of every pupil in our school and celebrate, affirm and nurture their faith as appropriate.

Local ministers and religious leaders will be invited to participate in school celebrations and liturgies and encouraged to affirm and support pupils as appropriate. 
At all times the school shall seek to contribute to the common good and community cohesion where the rights of all parents and children are respected, and diversity is valued.

Implementation and Evaluation

Specific action to implement this policy is evidenced in both Sec 5 SEF and Sec 48 SEF and the SIP
This policy will be reviewed regularly.

Designated Person:_____________________

Date:_________________

(September 2009)
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