	    a table of board games and some music playing is easy to achieve for most parishes. This can then lead to a feeling of identity and belonging to the church that the young person may not have experienced before.
A Cafod group could be set up with the use of its resources and Diocesan representatives. The young people could take up a project i.e. raising money for water wells which could end with a liturgy held in church or perhaps they could write the prayers of intercession for the next Sunday Mass based on the need for water and the devastation caused by the lack of it. Through ventures like this we can instil in the young a sense of justice and promote a healthy lifestyle.

Communication
Communication is one of the most important things to the success of any youth group. An email database (held securely) can be very useful as this is a means used frequently by young people. A Facebook group advertising when events are taking place is also a good tool. The parish website could also have a page dedicated to youth activities and information. This could also advertise Diocesan youth events to remind young people that they are part of a larger community and ultimately the family of God.

Safeguarding

Diocesan policy must be adhered to at all times when providing these activities for children and young people. All adult helpers must hold a Diocesan CRB and a risk assessment is recommended for all physical activities. Advice can be found from the Diocesan Youth Service, Diocesan Safeguarding office as well as the parish safeguarding representative.

(Parish Name)
             Parishes of Hope
Celebrating, consolidating and securing the Mission of the Church in Doncaster Deanery; - an opportunity to deepen the faith of our Parish communities in changing times
“Gratitude for the past, enthusiasm for the present, hope for the future” (John Paul ll)

Youth Activities
Some thoughts when considering how we can support our young people … adapt, adapt, adapt (AP)


	
	


One of the issues raised very strongly at the first Hallam Diocesan Assembly was the need to provide for our young people in the Church both at parish and Diocesan level.

Following this, the ‘In Reality’ team was formed in our Diocese which has provided great support and inspiration to many parishes and schools.
However, for the on-going formation and involvement of young people at a local level our parishes must be places of welcome and interest for the youth.

Before we start an activity do we have?

*a non-patronising attitude to young people
*listening leaders and supporters

*an appropriate venue with insurance

*good, strong leadership

*clear guidelines which are understood by the young people

*a variety of activities

*funding to support any ventures

*adults who can show tolerance and patience

*appropriate material (liturgies etc.)
*the support of the parish priest

*communication with the parish as a whole

*links with schools

*a good understanding of the Diocesan safeguarding policy

What Young People Want 
You may find it very helpful to have a gathering of young people in the parish and ask them what they would like to have available to them. Some will probably say ‘something to do’ or ‘a youth club’ but others may well say ‘a more interesting Mass’ or ‘better music in church’. 
As a parish we can provide all those needs to our young people. However, before you meet with the young people to identify these needs anyone interested in providing these activities should meet together, perhaps several times, to assess the range of skills and talents that are present among the volunteers. This will help formulate what can realistically be provided. 
Liturgies
There is a wealth of material on the internet to help with Youth Masses and parish liturgies. Cafod in particular have great resources for working with young people. The Hallam Diocesan youth Service produce a pack each year for youth Sunday (Christ the King) that, along with other material, can be found on the Diocesan website. N.B. Care should be taken with other websites to ensure that they are in keeping with Church teaching.

The use of music, drama and art are crucial to the success of most ventures with young people as they can bring a liturgy to life and are the elements young people find missing from our parishes.

Activities 
Although many parishes may not feel able to start up a youth club, providing the young people with an occasional activity is certainly achievable for most. This can be as simple as an evening at the bowling alley with their parents to more adventurous trips such as paintballing. However, having a venue where the young people can come to spend time with their friends away from school and home is sometimes just enough. Perhaps making the hall available once a month with
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