	


	This is a book that will take you on a journey around our Church.  It will help you to understand the special places in our Church.  It will also help you to find out about special people in our Church, the special celebrations we have each year and why the Church looks different at certain times of the year.


Special Places in Our Church

The Sanctuary

	This is the special space where the priest leads the celebrations.



The Altar

	This is the table where the priest blesses the bread and wine.




The Tabernacle

	This is a place where the Blessed Sacrament is kept.




The Sanctuary Lamp

	This is lit to remind us that the Blessed Sacrament is present in the Tabernacle.




The Lectern or Ambo
	This is a special place for holding the book, the Word 
of God.




The Crucifix

	This is to remind us that Jesus died on Good Friday. He rose again on Easter Sunday.



Candles

	These are lit to remind us that God is present.




Baptismal Font

	This is where somebody is baptised and welcomed into the family of the Church.




Stations of the Cross

	These are pictures that tell the story of how Jesus died.




Statues

(This will vary according to Churches.  Most churches will have a statue of Mary.  Other text may need to be added to explain the statues in your Church)

	This is a statue of Mary, the mother of Jesus.




Stained glass windows

(Individual text may need to be added to explain the windows in your Church)

	These make our Church look beautiful.




Our Parish Priest

	Father ………………………….  is our parish priest.  He leads a lot of our celebrations.




Deacon
	……………………………………… is our deacon. He helps Father……………….. serves  our parish community. He is the leader of a lot of our celebrations.




Altar Servers

	These are the people who help the priest during a service.




Readers

	These people will proclaim the Word of God.




Ministers of Communion
	These people give out Holy Communion during Mass. They also take Holy Communion to sick people.



Welcomers

	These people greet us as we come into Church.




Special Times and Special Celebrations in Our Church
Baptisms

First Holy Communion

Wedding

Funeral
Advent

	Advent is a time of waiting.  We are getting ready to celebrate the birthday of Jesus.  The Church is different at this time of the year because all the colours are purple and there will be an Advent Wreath.




Christmas

	This is the time we celebrate the birthday of Jesus.  The colours in the Church change to white.  We sing special songs called 
carols and we have a crib.



Lent

	This is the time when we get ready for Easter.  It lasts for six weeks and the colours in church change to purple.



Easter

	Easter is a joyful time in Church.  The colours in church change to white and we have lots of flowers and happy songs.  We are celebrating the time when Jesus rose from the dead.



Welcome to Our Church
This book is to help Key Stage One children become familiar with their own Church. The basic text is provided but the book needs to be completed by adding photographs of your own Church and any extra text that you need. 

The completed book can then be printed and bound to create a unique resource for your school.  

Another way of using the resource would be to print the pages and enlarge them to A3. They could then be laminated and made into a ‘Big Book’ called “Welcome to our Church About Our Church”.
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