A Pilgrimage to a Neighbouring Parish to consider………..especially if parishes are served by the same priest or part of a cluster of parishes…
Aim:

To celebrate our local church; community; parish; deanery; diocese
To make welcome others; make friends; build community
To develop link between school and parish

Rationale:

By bringing together two communities to learn about each other and explore each others’ churches we will create an understanding of ourselves and an appreciation of how we belong to a wider church community.  Each class through sharing aspects about our own communities will develop a better understanding of their own community and be able to establish similarities and differences between the two contrasting communities and highlight what brings both communities together as ‘followers of Christ’. The journey, the arrival and the welcome will be an essential part of building community and will enable the children to reflect on how we build community and on their own journey through life.
Preparation:
Utilise the expertise of parishioners to share the history of our church with the children.  Children develop a multimedia presentation showing aspects of our church (different groups could focus on different aspects).  Some aspects could be:

· Symbolism in our church, 

· The parts of our church (sanctuary, narthex, altar, tabernacle etc.) – a map, 
· The names statues (brief history)
· Stained glass windows 
· Roles of the different people involved in our church (greeters, altar servers, priest, Eucharistic ministers, flowers arrangers etc.) – write job descriptions! – Interview / meet etc. 
· Special times in our church (Lent, advent, Weddings etc.) – accompanied by photographs / ‘A Year in our Church’
· Develop a display for the church narthex
Children develop a ‘Guide to Our Church’ leaflet – consider design, layout, information (through looking at other pamphlets) and include a ‘treasure trail’ of the church in which children are asked to take part in a ritual action in different locations around the church – this could also be shared with the parish: (some examples) 
· light a candles and say a personnel prayer

· make the sign of the cross at the stoop

· genleflect at the front of the altar
· take photo of image (statue / window)
· sign of peace at

· looking at altar – examine the aspects of the altar itself
· pray before statue of Mary

· Reconciliation room – say a sorry prayer

The host school must plan their day, their welcome (how travelling school will be received etc.)
The Day Itself!
 Who visits who?

· A class travels to a neighbouring host Catholic school / church
How do they get there and back?

· The practicalities!  The journey is part of the experience and so thought will be given as to how the children travel.  Ideally the journey will involve ‘effort’ and organisation not just by staff but also the children (e.g. utilise public transport, children plan route)
· Consider if using a coach a walking element (park and stride); Consider an easier return!
What will they take with them?

· The travelling school bring a gift of a candle – and also bring their class candle from school
· Travelling and host school create a gift of a tile depicting each school’s crest 

· Packed lunch

What do we do before we leave?

· Gather together in prayer with focus on travel – children build focal point  through offering s of maps, sandals, lunch, compass, rucksack, stones, sand, lantern accompanied through  ‘We bring stones to show...’
· Reflect on journeys – why we travel, what we take with us
· Comparison to Jesus’ journeys –When, where, how did Jesus travel, what did Jesus take with him
· Listen to ‘Palm Sunday’ and Jesus’ arrival in Jerusalem – what are we expecting when we arrive
What happens on the way?

· Planned place to stop on the way – rest / pause!  Read and listen to ‘Parable of the Prodigal Son’ – reflect on the two journeys – expectations, feelings concerning our reception at the host school
What happens when we arrive?

· Planned reception, welcome and refreshment

· Introductions, ice breakers – ‘find someone who has a name beginning with s etc.’
· Aims of the day
· Gather together – prayer; bidding prayers; lighting of candles (travelling and host school); reflection on ‘our journey’ – how did we feel when we arrived etc. compare our experiences with Jesus’ arrival in Jerusalem
What do we do when we get there?

· Host school children give short presentation on ‘Our Church’
· Mixed groups experience host school’s church – host school act as guides utilising ‘Guide to Our Church’ recourse and spend time focusing on acts around the church
· Lunch and play

· Short Liturgy prepared by the host school celebrating our ‘Local church’ – lighting of candle;  giving and receiving of ‘tiles’;  Gospel acted out based on ‘Sending Out of The Disciples’;  
What is the legacy from our visit?
· Email what I found out from your church / community; Create a card with photo image sent to partner in school; Host school to become travelling school on a reciprocal visit.
Just a thought……………….. adapt, adapt, adapt!

