Welcome and Introduction …
Gathering Prayer:
In the stillness of this moment
In the calming of our minds
In the peace of our hearts
Speak Lord, as we gather this night.
In this gathering of Christians
In this meeting with friends
In the conversations we share
Speak Lord, as we gather.
As we take this short time to pray together;
To affirm each other as gift; 
To deepen our understanding and our friendship, 
Speak Lord, as we now gather.
The Word:

A reading from the prophet Micah 6:8

This is what the Lord asks of you,

Only this

That you act justly

That you love tenderly

That you walk humbly

with your God.

The Word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Response:
The Ritual Placing of Symbols: the roots of
our common, distinctive Christian Faith; 
· We place this BIBLE as a sign that each of our churches are rooted in Scripture and the Christian story. It speaks of shared belief and journeying as a pilgrim people and is the foundation of every one of our churches, whatever our own traditions.
· We bring this ICON of JESUS CHRIST as a reminder that each of our churches proclaims that God chose to become human in the person of Jesus Christ and therefore all humanity is blessed. Our common Christian Faith proclaims that each person is blessed and made in the image and likeness of God. It further reminds us that we are each called to encounter the person of Jesus.

· We pour this WATER as a sign of the common baptism of all Christians but also as a sign of the sadness of Christian disunity.  May we be all be part of open communities of the Holy Spirit where we nurture dialogue and respect with all other Christians, those of other religious faiths and all people of good will.
· We place this PLANT as a sign of God’s presence in creation, in the everyday happenings in our lives and in our locality – in all that we say, in all that we do.  It reminds us that everything has the power to reveal God’s presence
· We place the CRUCIFIX as a sign of God’s love for each individual in our communities and in the whole of humanity, no matter what creed, colour or persuasion. It reminds us of our common Christian belief that ‘death is not fatal’; we are a people of Faith.
· We place these PEARLS as a reminder that our faith is a pearl of great price but also that each one of us; and every human being made in the image and likeness of God are pearls of great price.
· Finally, we bring forward this PRAYER JOURNAL, a sign of God’s love for us and a reminder to us to be attentive to the things of the Spirit; to be true to ourselves, not always seeking perfection but rooting ourselves in a personal on-going relationship with God, seeking to be authentic
Silent Pause

Creator God, as we gather for a gentle time of reflection and conversation during this week of Christian Unity, we place our trust and hope in you.  Help each one of us to relax, to enjoy our time together, and to consider ways in which we can even further deepen our relationship with your son Jesus, and with each person gathered here tonight. We ask you this through Christ our Lord, Amen
SONG: Be still for the presence of the Lord No: 720
GOOD NEWS ………….. a few signs of green shoots!

Creator God, we bring our prayers; spoken and unspoken to you……..(an opportunity for shared, spoken prayer) Our response is Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer)
Together, as Christians gathered in this place this night we say the prayer that Jesus himself taught us to say … Our Father …

SONG: One God (sung for the very first time tonight! The words will be distributed)
Let us offer each other a sign of peace and friendship and continue our time together over a cup of tea after we say together say this prayer of blessing ……………
May the peace of the Lord Christ Jesus go with us, wherever he may send us. May he guide us through the wilderness, protect us in the storm. May He bring us home rejoicing at the wonders he has shown us, may he bring us home rejoicing once again unto these doors………………….
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